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Chief Executive Office  

Item  9 Motions on Notice 

MN01-07/22 Councillor Jordan Wright - Cities Power Partnership 

File Ref: 41100 – 22/245869 
Author: Miroslav Vujaklija 
Action Officer: Director Planning and Sustainability  
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Attachments: 1          

Issue 

To consider joining the Cities Power Partnership (CPP) program. 

Background 

The Climate Council’s CPP program is Australia’s largest network of local governments with 
the aim to achieve zero emissions target. Local governments across Australia are developing 
and implementing emissions reduction plans, switching to cleaner energy and building 
greener, and more resilient communities. The CPP launched in 2017 with 35 local 
governments joining in. By early 2019, the membership increased to 100 local governments, 
and in 2021 it had over 145 local governments as members. 

Detail 

The CPP engages with towns and cities throughout Australia and incentivises local 
governments to increase renewable energy and energy efficiency, improve transport and 
engage in advocacy. Members are given access to a national knowledge hub and a project 
assessment and tracking tool. They can connect with cities across the country to knowledge 
share, access resources and be celebrated at events with other local leaders. 
 
Participating councils who join the partnership have six months to select five key actions from 
the partnership pledge ranging from renewable energy, efficiency, transport and advocacy. 
Members report on progress against key actions in a mandatory annual survey, following the 
submission of their five pledge items. When one or all pledges are complete, it is expected 
that new ones be selected to facilitate a continued emissions reductions journey. Full list of 
action pledge options to choose from can be seen in Attachment 1. 
 
Once becoming a member, Councils will have access to the knowledge hub, climate change 
leadership program, access project assessment and tracking tools like Azility ‘smarter energy 
management software’ and Council Connect a collaboration platform. 
 
Success stories are celebrated in the media, and the CPP annual awards, recognise and 
celebrate best practice project outcomes, collaborations and individual contributions. 
 
The following pledges under the four themes are suggested for Council to commit to: 
 
1. Renewable Energy - use of council resources to support the uptake of renewable 

energy.  
2. Energy Efficiency - adopt best practice energy efficiency measures across all City 

buildings, and support community facilities to adopt these measures.  
3. Sustainable Transport - ensure City fleet purchases meet strict greenhouse gas 

emissions requirements and support the uptake of electric vehicles; 
4. Sustainable Transport - support cycling through provision of adequate cycle lanes, bike 

parking and end-of-ride facilities; and 
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5. Work Together and Influence - develop education and behaviour-change programs to 
support local residents and businesses to tackle climate change through clean energy, 
energy efficiency and sustainable transport.  

Consultation 

Nil 

Comment 

Climate change and its impacts are occurring and continue to affect our communities. We are 
experiencing more droughts, longer and more intense bushfires, more frequent extreme 
weather events and record-breaking heatwaves. Joining the program will elevate the issue 
and allow the City to publically commit to implementing emission reduction related actions 
and celebrate the success and the good work undertaken. 
 
To save time, rather than making a decision to join the program and then having a separate 
report on the pledges, this report suggest pledges that relates to the actions the City is 
already working on or is planning to do in near future. This would allow for an earlier start in 
participation, celebrating and sharing with the community the success, and encourage 
subsequent renewal of pledges and potentially committing to stronger action in the future. 

Statutory Compliance 

Nil 

Strategic Implications 

The proposal aligns with the following objective within the Strategic Community Plan 2021 – 
2031: 

4 ~ A sustainable City that balances the relationship between urban growth and the 
environment 

4.1 - Plan for climate change 

Risk Management Considerations 

Risk Title Risk Rating 

ST-S06 Climate Change Moderate 

Accountability Action Planning Option 

Director Planning and Sustainability manage 

 

Risk Title Risk Rating 

CO-022 Environmental Management Moderate 

Accountability Action Planning Option 

Director Planning and Sustainability manage 

 
The above risk/s relating to the issue contained within this report has been/have been 
identified and considered within the City’s Strategic/Corporate risk register. Action plans are 
in place/have been developed to manage/mitigate this risk. 

Policy Implications 

Nil 
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Financial Implications 

The cost to join the CPP program is free noting that some time and resources will be required 
for the reporting period annually. Implementation of most actions suggested as a pledge are 
covered by the budget for this year, with renewable energy planned as part of future 2024/25 
budget. Once actions are complete, it is a requirement to set new actions/pledges, which 
means the funding will be required on an ongoing basis. 

Voting Requirements 

Simple Majority 
 

Moved Cr Wright, Seconded Cr Rowe  

That Council JOINS the Cities Power Partnership program, and commit to following 
five pledges: 

1. Renewable Energy - use of Council resources to support the uptake of renewable 
energy; 

2. Energy Efficiency - adopt best practice energy efficiency measures across all 
City buildings, and support community facilities to adopt these measures;  

3. Sustainable Transport - ensure City fleet purchases meet strict greenhouse gas 
emissions requirements, support the uptake of electric vehicles; 

4. Sustainable Transport - support cycling through provision of adequate cycle 
lanes, bike parking and end-of-ride facilities; and  

5. Work Together and Influence - develop education and behaviour-change 
programs to support local residents and businesses to tackle climate change 
through clean energy, energy efficiency and sustainable transport.  

 

 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Administration Comment 

The CPP program aligns with the City’s Strategic Community Plan and environmental 
strategies. The proposed pledges are already included and reflected in Council’s 
Environment Policy, the Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation Strategy, the Local 
Environmental Strategy, Transport Strategy and the Light Vehicle Fleet Policy. These include 
objectives, strategies and actions relating to renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
sustainable transport and community engagement and advocacy, and the City has already 
committed towards achieving them. Council became signatory to the WALGA Climate 
Change Declaration in March 2020, committing to tackle climate change and reduce 
emissions. Council approved the Active Transport Plan 2022/23 – 2025/26 at 14 June 2022 
meeting, which includes improvements to the shared path network and working with the 
Community to encourage active travel.   

Participation in the CPP program will potentially take up additional staff time particularly in 
reporting on progress. However, it is acknowledged that the City will have access to the 
national knowledge hub and a project assessment and tracking tool. The City could also 
connect with other Councils across Australia to learn about their experiences and successes. 

Attachments:  

1⇩ . Attachment 1 - Cities Power Partnership - Information-for-Councils 22/246949  
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